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INTERMEDIATE LEVEL U.S. CONSTITUTION LESSON ANSWER KEY

Creating a New Government
Page 1

Answer these Civics Test questions.

1. What happened at the Constitutional Convention? 

• The Constitution was written.
• The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.

2. When was the Constitution written? 1787

3. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution. Name one of the writers.     

• (James) Madison
• (Alexander) Hamilton
• (John) Jay
• Publius

4. What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for? 

• U.S. diplomat
• oldest member of the Constitutional Convention
• first Postmaster General of the United States
• writer of “Poor Richard’s Almanac”
• started the first free libraries

Supreme Law of the Land
Page 2

Answer these Civics Test questions.

1. What is the supreme law of the land? the Constitution
2. What does the Constitution do? 

• sets up the government
• defines the government
• protects basic rights of Americans

3. The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution. What are these words? We the People
4. What is an amendment?

• a change (to the Constitution)
• an addition (to the Constitution)

5. How many amendments does the Constitution have? twenty-seven (27)
6. What is the “rule of law”? 

• Everyone must follow the law.
• Leaders must obey the law.
• Government must obey the law.

• No one is above the law.
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The Bill of Rights
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Answer these Civics Test questions.

1. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? the Bill of Rights
2. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment? 

• speech
• religion
• assembly
• press
• petition the government

3. What is freedom of religion? You can practice any religion, or not practice a religion.

Balancing Power
Page 4

Working with a partner, read the list of powers below. Decide whether the power is a federal one or a state one. 
Then write it in the correct column. 

print money

give a driver’s license

provide safety  
(fire departments)

create an army

provide schooling and  
education

make treaties

provide protection (police)

declare war

approve zoning and land use

Federal Powers
• print money
• create an army
• make treaties
• declare war

State Powers
• give a driver’s license
• provide safety (fire departments)
• provide schooling and education
• provide protection (police)
• approve zoning and land use

Answer these Civics Test questions. 

1. What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful?

• checks and balances
• separation of powers

2. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government. What is one power of the federal 
government? 

• to print money
• to declare war
• to create an army
• to make treaties
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3. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the states. What is one power of the states? 
• provide schooling and education
• provide protection (police)
• provide safety (fire departments)
• give a driver’s license
• approve zoning and land use

Review—U.S. Constitution
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Think about what you have studied in this lesson. Unscramble the letters for each word or phrase. Then copy the 
letters from each numbered box to the boxes in the new phrase at the bottom. 

Hint: The clues might be one word or more than one word. 

TOONICSUNTTI

ROEDEMF FO HESECP

MEFODRE FO ETH SERSP

IFTRS NAEMMDNTE

REDMEOF OT INPIOTTE

EW HET LEPPOE

DOEMEFR FO IEOGRLNI

LILB FO HGISRT

EREDOFM FO SAYLEBSM

C O N S T I T U T I O N
13 2 18

F R E E D O M O F S P E E C H
6

F R E E D O M O F T H E P R E S S
12 3

F I R S T A M E N D M E N T
9

F R E E D O M T O P E T I T I O N
15 19 11

W E T H E P E O P L E
10 14 16 7

F R E E D O M O F  R E L I G I O N
4

B I L L O F R I G H T S
1

F R E E D O M O F A S S E M B L Y
17 5 8

S U P R E M E L A W O F T H E L A N D
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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Civics Test Questions—U.S. Constitution

Page 6

Read the test questions and write the answers. Take turns practicing them with your partner.

1. What is the supreme law of the land? the Constitution
2. What does the Constitution do? 

• sets up the government
• defines the government
• protects basic rights of Americans

3. The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution. What are these words? We the People
4. What is an amendment? 

• a change (to the Constitution)
• an addition (to the Constitution)

5. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? the Bill of Rights
6. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment? 

• speech
• religion
• assembly
• press
• petition the government

7. How many amendments does the Constitution have? twenty-seven (27)
8. What is freedom of religion? You can practice any religion, or not practice a religion.
9. What is the “rule of law”? 

• Everyone must follow the law.
• Leaders must obey the law.
• Government must obey the law.
• No one is above the law.

10. What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful? 

• checks and balances
• separation of powers

11. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government. What is one power of the federal 
government? 

• to print money
• to declare war
• to create an army
• to make treaties

12. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the states. What is one power of the states? 

• provide schooling and education
• provide protection (police)
• provide safety (fire departments)
• give a driver’s license
• approve zoning and land use
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13. What happened at the Constitutional Convention?

• The Constitution was written.
• The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.

14. When was the Constitution written? 1787
15. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution. Name one of the writers. 

• (James) Madison
• (Alexander) Hamilton
• (John) Jay
• Publius

16. What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for? 

• U.S. diplomat
• oldest member of the Constitutional Convention
• first Postmaster General of the United States
• writer of “Poor Richard’s Almanac”
• started the first free libraries
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