Conqress of the United States
THouse of Representatives
IHashinaton, BE 20515

April 1, 2024

Ur M. Jaddou

Director

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Director Jaddou,

We write to express concerns regarding the current delays in processing renewal applications for
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). Many of our offices have heard from
constituents that the increased Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) backlog has
resulted in many DACA recipients waiting several months to hear back. These delays threaten
the ability of many DACA recipients to work, drive, or go to school. DACA recipients play a
strong role in our economy and cultural fabric, and we urge USCIS to quickly resolve this
backlog in processing DACA renewal applications.

There are about 554,000 DACA recipients nationwide, with 154,000 in California and nearly
100,000 in Texas alone, who are potentially affected by this backlog. USCIS recommends
DACA recipients submit a renewal application 120-150 days before their expiration date, but
some individuals have been waiting for months, with cases as far back as August 2023, to
receive updates on their renewal requests. These delays threaten the livelihood of many DACA
recipients, with many potentially losing their work authorization or their ability to hold a valid
driver’s license.

We commend the agency’s support of the DACA program, and we urge you to prioritize and
quickly resolve this matter so that DACA recipients can continue to contribute to our economy
and communities. We ask that you dedicate the appropriate resources to this process, to ensure
that renewals can be processed in a timely manner. Currently, DACA recipients do not receive
an automatic extension while their renewal applications are pending. They depend on USCIS
provided processing times and status updates to avoid losing their jobs. Therefore, while the
processing backlog is fixed, we also request for USCIS to work on providing DACA recipients



with the automatic extension that a majority of individuals receive upon submitting a valid
application for the renewal of their employment authorization.

We respectfully ask that USCIS utilize all possible avenues to uphold our commitment to
supporting DACA recipients across the country. We stand ready to work with your agency to
ensure a timely processing timeline for DACA renewals.

Thank you for considering this matter.
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Office of the Director (MS 2000)
Camp Springs, MD 20588-0009

‘Sen¢. U.S. Citizenship
Q’%ﬁﬁ and Immigration

s Services
May 24, 2024

The Honorable J. Luis Correa
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Correa:

Thank you for your April 1, 2024 letter on Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA). USCIS remains as committed to ensuring DACA recipients are protected from the
threat of deportation and can continue to remain a vital part of their communities and contribute
to this country that is their home.

We acknowledge your concerns about DACA renewal request processing times, and the
effects DACA recipients experience when their DACA deferred action and related Employment
Authorization Documents (EAD) expire. USCIS Historical Data shows the median processing
time for DACA renewals and associated employment authorization documents in fiscal year
(FY) 2023 was one month, and less than two months in FY 2024, through March 31, 2024. We
are currently processing most DACA renewals within the 120-day DACA renewal processing
time goal. We also note the large majority of DACA renewal requests are not timely filed.
Currently, approximately only 15 percent of DACA renewal requests are timely filed in the
USCIS recommended timeframe of 120-150 days prior to expiration.

We acknowledge in recent months some DACA renewal requestors have experienced
processing times longer than our 120-day processing time goal, which was largely due to
technical issues experienced from upgrading the platform in which we operate DACA. We have
since resolved the technical issues, and have devoted additional resources to finalize adjudication
of DACA renewal requests impacted by the technical issues. We are committed to reviewing
and processing all DACA renewal requests within 120 days and are pleased to share that we have
returned to steady state.

Thank you for your suggestion that USCIS automatically extend the validity of DACA
recipients’ EAD upon filing a renewal DACA request. DACA-based renewal EAD requests do
not meet the requirement under 8§ CFR 274a.13(d)(iii), which limits the automatic extension of
EADs to those EAD categories that do not require the adjudication of an underlying application
or petition—in this case, deferred action—before the adjudication of the renewal application.
Nonetheless, USCIS is actively considering all available options to ensure DACA renewal
requests are processed in an efficient manner and to reduce the likelihood DACA recipients who
timely file renewals experience a lapse in their DACA or related EAD.

www.uscis.gov



The Honorable J. Luis Correa
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Thank you again for your letter and interest in this important issue. The cosigners of
your letter will receive a separate, identical response. Should you require any additional
assistance, please have your staff contact the USCIS Office of Legislative Affairs at (240) 721-
3801.

Respectfully,

a‘-M'}’Jhﬂ——-—

Ur M. Jaddou
Director
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